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IAU MADRID 

COURSE OFFERINGS – FALL 2021 

 
INTERNSHIPS  
INT/SPA 341 
 

GLOBAL INTERNSHIPS 
This experience is designed to immerse students in a multicultural professional space. A 
special effort is placed on helping students develop the skills required to enter the 
professional world and navigate cross-cultural entrepreneurial environments. This 
hands-on experience is complemented by an academic component, which guides 
students through the experience and helps them strategically reflect on challenges, 
accomplishments, and personal and professional development. Students are 
intentionally placed based on interests and skillsets with the aim to build their 
professional network through industry-specific training. 

3 Credits 
 

ART / ART HISTORY 
ART/ARH 334 GREAT MASTERS OF THE PRADO 

The aim of this course is to make students familiar with the most relevant and 
internationally outstanding Spanish and European artists within the Prado Museum 
Permanent Collections. The course will help students to fully understand and assimilate 
art history fundamental concepts and movements such as Renaissance, Baroque, and 
Neoclassicism, with a specific concentration on Spanish masters such as El Greco, 
Velázquez, and Goya. Simultaneously, it will help students confront Spain’s and Europe 
most controversial history: from the dark Medieval Ages to the beginning of the 19th 
Century. 

3 Credits  

BUSINESS 
ECO 301 INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS AND THE EUROPEAN UNION 

The effects of greater freedom and liquidity in world trade will be critically analyzed 
and explained, especially in the light of recent controversy concerning ’globalization'. 
We shall assess the performance of European Union, as a project of regional economic 
integration intended to redress many of the alleged defects of the liberalized trade 
model, and ask whether and how it might offer a viable solution to the need to 
preserve economic and social cohesion and meet institutional pre-requisites of 
economic development. 

3 Credits 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA STUDIES 

  COM 316 
 

MEDIA AND CONFLICT 
This course examines the role media play in the progression and public perceptions of 
conflict. Relevant topics will include media and military intervention, portrayals of 
protest movements, and news and entertainment coverage of crime, rumors, domestic 
politics, violence, and ethnicity. 

3 Credits  

  COM 318  
  
 

INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION 
The main differences the course focuses on are nationality, race, class, gender and 
religion. Students will study and observe how different identities under those 
categories affect people’s perceptions of themselves as individuals, themselves within 
their groups, themselves within other groups, and how those perceptions affect the 
way they communicate and interpret messages. In response to the changes in the way 
we communicate due to communication, the course will also focus on the impact of 
technology on intercultural communication as well as the ways that different cultures 

3 Credits  
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utilize the various forms of social media platforms.   

  FLM 366  
  In Spanish 
 

SPAIN AS SEEN THROUGH ITS MOVIES   
This course will investigate the ways in which film narratives interrogate the role of 
place, space, and culture in understanding Spain today. Students will learn how to 
critically examine the connection between content (Spain in global context), 
intertextual elements (theatre, painting, architecture), and overall cinematic form. 

3 Credits  

HISTORY 

HIS 326 
 

SPANISH CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE 
This course starts with a view of the Spanish history, and then examines the different 
cultures within Spain: Castilian, Catalan, Basque and Galician; focusing mainly on 
language, nationality, and political implications. The rest of the course will travel 
throughout the various aspects of the Spanish Civilization, understanding civilization as 
lifestyle and society (family, immigration, youth, economic crisis, politics…), and also the 
various artistic ways of expression (painting, architecture, literature, music and cinema). 
By using concepts from these various subjects, students will study how Spain changed 
from being a polarized country to an allegedly reference in the West 

3 credits 
 

HIS 327 
In Spanish 

SPANISH CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE 
This course starts with a view of the Spanish history, and then examines the different 
cultures within Spain: Castilian, Catalan, Basque and Galician; focusing mainly on 
language, nationality, and political implications. The rest of the course will travel 
throughout the various aspects of the Spanish Civilization, understanding civilization as 
lifestyle and society (family, immigration, youth, economic crisis, politics…), and also the 
various artistic ways of expression (painting, architecture, literature, music and cinema). 
By using concepts from these various subjects, students will study how Spain changed 
from being a polarized country to an allegedly reference in the West 

3 credits 
 

HIS 336 
 
 

POLITICAL HISTORY OF CONTEMPORARY SPAIN 
The object of this course is to analyze the principal institutions, actors and issues in 
contemporary Spanish government and politics. The course has four broad themes: 
first, the collapse of the Francoist dictatorship and its replacement by a constitutional 
parliamentary democracy; second, the key actors and institutions in Spanish 
government under democracy, third, the evolution of politics and policies in Spain over 
the last three decades, and finally, the nature of the country’s current economic and 
political crisis. 

3 credits 

LANGUAGE 

  SPA 101 BEGINNING SPANISH I 
Intensive practical introduction to Spanish for those with little or no previous study.  

3 Credits 

  SPA 102 BEGINNING SPANISH II  
Intensive practical study of more advanced components of the Spanish language for 
those who have completed the equivalent of one semester of college-level Spanish.  

3 Credits 

  SPA 201 INTERMEDIATE SPANISH I  
Continued development of competence in reading, writing, speaking, and 
understanding spoken Spanish. Intended for students who have completed the 
equivalent of one year of college-level Spanish.  

3 Credits 

  SPA 201 & 202 INTERMEDIATE SPANISH I then INTERMEDIATE SPANISH II 
A year of college credit in one semester intended for those who have completed 
the equivalent of two semesters of college-level Spanish.  Intensive four hours’ 
classroom learning tied to two hours’ practical workshops and activities.  
Development of oral Spanish thorough conversation. 

6 Credits 
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  SPA 202 
 

INTERMEDIATE SPANISH II 
Continued development of competence in more advanced elements of reading, writing, 
speaking, and understanding spoken Spanish. Intended for students who have 
completed the equivalent of three semesters of college-level Spanish. 

3 Credits  

  SPA 300 
 

CONVERSATION 
A course designed for students who wish to enhance their command of spoken 
Spanish, including building vocabulary and expanding the use of more advanced 
grammatical structures. This course does not accept students who already have 
high intermediate or advanced oral proficiency in the language. A brief interview 
with the instructor is required for admission. 

3 Credits  

  SPA 301 
 
 

ADVANCED GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION  
This course includes a detailed review of Spanish grammar and a rigorous writing 
component which will allow the student to perfect Spanish composition skills 
through drafts, revisions, and final projects 

3 Credits  

  SPA 303 INTRODUCTION TO HISPANIC LITERATURE 
A preparatory course for students intending to pursue studies in Hispanic literature. 
Selected readings will provide the basis for stylistic and textual analysis and 
understanding of the structure of literary works. The historical development of 
genres and the technical vocabulary necessary for critical analysis will be included. 

3 Credits 

SPA 307 INTRODUCTION TO HISPANIC LINGUISTICS 
This course serves as an introduction to the formal linguistic analysis of the Spanish 
language. It surveys key areas of the field of Spanish Linguistics, including Phonology 
and Phonetics, Morphology, and Syntax. Additional topics (Historical Linguistics, 
Semantics, Psycholinguistics, Dialectology, Bilingualism, etc.) in the context of the 
Spanish language may also be covered. 

3 Credits 

SPA 327 
 

SPANISH CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE 
This course starts with a view of the Spanish history, and then examines the different 
cultures within Spain: Castilian, Catalan, Basque and Galician; focusing mainly on 
language, nationality, and political implications. The rest of the course will travel 
throughout the various aspects of the Spanish Civilization, understanding civilization as 
lifestyle and society (family, immigration, youth, economic crisis, politics…), and also 
the various artistic ways of expression (painting, architecture, literature, music and 
cinema). By using concepts from these various subjects, students will study how Spain 
changed from being a polarized country to an allegedly reference in the West. 

3 Credits 

  SPA 337 SPAIN AND THE AMERICAS: A CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE 
This transatlantic and interdisciplinary course is designed with the objective of allowing 
students to delve into the cultural history of the relationship between Spain, the United 
States, and Latin America. The course will focus specifically on the contemporary 
period: from the mid-nineteenth century until the beginning of the twenty-first century. 
Contemporary Spain cannot be understood without making an approximation to the 
loss of its last colonies in America and Asia at the hands of the local bourgeoisie and the 
United States. The course will study different cultural representations of that war. The 
disaster of 98 not only marks the end of the Spanish empire, but will also begin a 
tumultuous century that will mark the current course of Spain. At the cultural level, the 
relationship between these regions profoundly influenced the different artistic 
movements and manifestations of the early 20th century, from modernism to the 
avant-garde. Likewise, the rise of authoritarianism and fascism in Spain will activate a 
constant exchange between Spanish, American and Latin American intellectuals 
(Hemingway, Dos Passos, Parker, Neruda, Vallejo). The Franco regime will send into 
exile a large part of Spanish artists and thinkers who will be of decisive importance in 
the cultural life of several Latin American countries (especially in Mexico, Argentina and 
the Caribbean). We will pay particular attention to this phenomenon. In the same way, 

3 Credits  
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we will focus on the different cultural manifestations produced in Spain that account 
for the relationship between Francoism and the United States: from their initial 
animosity to their later close collaboration. The last part of the course will focus on 
three different moments of the new Spanish democracy and the way in which they 
affected (and were affected by) the relationship between these three regions: a) the 
transition and the “Movida” (the way in which This new instance of Spanish culture was 
influenced by the United States and Latin America: from rock to beatnicks and popular 
culture); b) the phenomenon of 1992 (the Fifth Centenary, the Seville Expo and the new 
pro-European readings that were made from Spain to Latin America); c) the XXI century 
(the approach of Aznarism to the United States, the massive immigration of Latin 
Americans to the peninsula and the relationship between the “indignant” phenomenon 
and the Latin American “XXI century socialism”). 

  SPA 366 
   

SPAIN AS SEEN THROUGH ITS MOVIES   
This course will investigate the ways in which film narratives interrogate the role of 
place, space, and culture in understanding Spain today. Students will learn how to 
critically examine the connection between content (Spain in global context), 
intertextual elements (theatre, painting, architecture), and overall cinematic form. 

3 Credits  

SPA 367 
   
 

NATIONALISM IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE 
This course studies the relationship between states and nations in both a theoretical 
and comparative perspective with a particular focus on the Catalan, Basque and 
Spanish experiences. It analyzes state- building processes and the development of 
nationalism, as well as the social, economic and technological conditions behind its 
emergence, transformation and contrasting discourse. The course aims at providing a 
solid theoretical background on the subject of nationalism as well as introducing the 
students into the social and political reality that permeates in Spain’s daily life and 
shapes Spaniard’s political mind-frames and identities. 

3 Credits 

LITERATURE 

LIT 349 BORDERS, MEMORY, IDENTITIES: CULTURAL REPRESENTATIONS OF CONTEMPORARY 
MIGRATIONS IN EUROPE  
This course offers an introduction to the different cultural representations of 
contemporary migrations into and within Europe.  The emphasis will be given to the 
study of the realities and their cultural representations of both emigration and 
immigration and the sociocultural and cognitive effects migration may have on  
migrants as well as on European citizens and national institutions.  Forced migration 
towards Europe has had a deep cognitive and emotional impact on the migrant 
subjects, shaping their individual and collective identity.  It has even disrupted not only 
migrants’ own conscience, but also the way that national governments in Europe and 
worldwide have perceived what now is referred to in the media as the refugee crisis.  
The main influx on non-European migrants has been mainly through: a) Greece and the 
Balkans countries, b) Libya and Italy, and c) the Spain’s African territories (Ceuta and 
Melilla) into Andalusia.  The extent that it is relevant, the textual and cultural 
representations of both emigration and immigration in Europe will be studies in relation 
to their historical and social backgrounds as well as from an interdisciplinary and an 
international perspective. 

3 Credits 
 

PHILOSOPHY 

PHI 312 
 

ETHICS IN SOCIETY 
From the perspective of selected topical issues of politics and society, students will be 
encouraged to develop an enhanced critical awareness of how major political and social 
thinkers in the past have treated the relationship between individual and society. The 

3 Credits  
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course will thus include the study of prominent texts in moral and political philosophy 
(from Plato and Aristotle to authors of the twentieth century), but it will also aim 
directly to improve students’ analytical skills for understanding conflicts that commonly 
arise in the practice of citizenship, while also helping them to develop a finer 
appreciation the significance of social change and of cultural diversity, in an emergent 
global society.   

POLITICAL SCIENCE / INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

  IR 316 
   
 

MEDIA AND CONFLICT 
This course examines the role media play in the progression and public perceptions of 
conflict. Relevant topics will include media and military intervention, portrayals of 
protest movements, and news and entertainment coverage of crime, rumors, domestic 
politics, violence, and ethnicity.  

3 Credits  

POL 312 
 

ETHICS IN SOCIETY 
From the perspective of selected topical issues of politics and society, students will be 
encouraged to develop an enhanced critical awareness of how major political and social 
thinkers in the past have treated the relationship between individual and society. The 
course will thus include the study of prominent texts in moral and political philosophy 
(from Plato and Aristotle to authors of the twentieth century), but it will also aim 
directly to improve students’ analytical skills for understanding conflicts that commonly 
arise in the practice of citizenship, while also helping them to develop a finer 
appreciation the significance of social change and of cultural diversity, in an emergent 
global society.   

3 Credits  

POL 336  POLITICAL HISTORY OF CONTEMPORARY SPAIN 
The object of this course is to analyze the principal institutions, actors and issues in 
contemporary Spanish government and politics. The course has four broad themes: 
first, the collapse of the Francoist dictatorship and its replacement by a constitutional 
parliamentary democracy; second, the key actors and institutions in Spanish 
government under democracy, third, the evolution of politics and policies in Spain over 
the last three decades, and finally, the nature of the country’s current economic and 
political crisis. 

3 Credits  

POL 367 
   In Spanish 

 

NATIONALISM IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE 
This course studies the relationship between states and nations in both a theoretical 
and comparative perspective with a particular focus on the Catalan, Basque and Spanish 
experiences. It analyzes state- building processes and the development of nationalism, 
as well as the social, economic and technological conditions behind its emergence, 
transformation and contrasting discourse. The course aims at providing a solid 
theoretical background on the subject of nationalism as well as introducing the 
students into the social and political reality that permeates in Spain’s daily life and 
shapes Spaniard’s political mind-frames and identities. 

3 Credits 

  PSYCHOLOGY 

PSY 328 POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY AND HAPPINESS 
This course reviews the history and key concepts of positive psychology and the 
contributions this new field has made to several traditional research areas in 
psychology. Areas of controversy (e.g., what is happiness, how should we measure it, 
what determines it, can and should we deliberately increase it) will be critically 
examined, with consideration given to conflicting viewpoints and their respective 
empirical support. Throughout the course we will also engage in experiential learning 
and practical exercises to increase well-being, which will inform our theoretical and 
empirical understanding of important questions in positive psychology.  

3 credits 
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PSY 329 PSYCHOLOGY OF GENDER 
This course will introduce learners to the psychological study of sex, sexual orientation 
and gender diversity through theories of identity development and research on issues 
that impact dominant culture groups and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
(LGBTQ+) individuals and communities. This course will include a historical perspective, 
examining how views of sexual orientation and gender diversity have evolved and 
changed over time. Learners will develop a critical understanding of how psychology 
has approached the study of issues that impact contemporaneous conceptions of 
gender, as well as exposure to topics such as minority stress, mental health, coping, and 
resilience. A womxnist/feminist analysis of sociopolitical contexts will be integrated into 
the course in order to understand the unique positionalities of individuals who occupy 
minority status in terms of gender and sexual identities. 

3 credits 

PSY 330 COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY 
This course is designed to provide a comprehensive overview of topics related to the 
information-processing mechanisms of the mind, including consciousness, perception, 
attention, memory, conceptual knowledge, and emotions. Special emphasis will be 
placed on biases in judgment and economic decision-making. An evolutionary, 
functional perspective will be applied throughout. 

3 credits 

PSY 332 
 

CROSS-CULTURAL PSYCHOLOGY   
This course offers an understanding of how culture influences our behavior from a 
cultural psychology perspective. Through the lenses of cultural psychology, we consider 
how embedded culture is in our lives, how vital a cultural perspective is in 
understanding the lives of others and the importance of a cultural lens in academic 
psychology. It is a unique opportunity for you to combine academic learning with 
personal development: understand the influence of your culture on your behavior, your 
intercultural interactions and your cultural adjustment during your study abroad period 
and eventually your personal and professional life on returning home. Being in a new 
cultural context while learning about cultural psychology promotes self-awareness and 
learning and brings many concepts to life. Development of cultural awareness, 
sensitivity and competence is facilitated.   

3 credits 
 

PSY 335 SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 
The study of the ways in which the individual is affected by the actual, imagined, or 
implied presence of others. Topics include social influence, self and social group 
identity, interpersonal and intergroup relations, diversity, group behavior, violence, and 
prosocial behavior. 

3 credits 

PSY 338 
 

PERSONALITY 
This course provides an introduction to key topics in the study of personality 
psychology and individual differences. It covers historical and contemporary aspects 
of personality psychology including psychodynamic, humanistic, and trait-based 
approaches. It also discusses the extent to which personality theories predict real-
world outcomes, such as educational and professional attainment, mental health, or 
romantic relationship. This course explores additional individual differences in 
personality that explain human behavior. Students will critically evaluate empirical 
research assessing the influence of nature and nurture on individual differences, and 
whether human behavior is determined by traits or changes as a function of states.  

3 credits 
 

SOCIOLOGY 

 SOC 337 SPAIN AND THE AMERICAS: A CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE 
This transatlantic and interdisciplinary course is designed with the objective of 
allowing students to delve into the cultural history of the relationship between Spain, 
the United States, and Latin America. The course will focus specifically on the 
contemporary period: from the mid-nineteenth century until the beginning of the 

3 Credits  
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twenty-first century. Contemporary Spain cannot be understood without making an 
approximation to the loss of its last colonies in America and Asia at the hands of the 
local bourgeoisie and the United States. The course will study different cultural 
representations of that war. The disaster of 98 not only marks the end of the Spanish 
empire, but will also begin a tumultuous century that will mark the current course of 
Spain. At the cultural level, the relationship between these regions profoundly 
influenced the different artistic movements and manifestations of the early 20th 
century, from modernism to the avant-garde. Likewise, the rise of authoritarianism 
and fascism in Spain will activate a constant exchange between Spanish, American 
and Latin American intellectuals (Hemingway, Dos Passos, Parker, Neruda, Vallejo). 
The Franco regime will send into exile a large part of Spanish artists and thinkers who 
will be of decisive importance in the cultural life of several Latin American countries 
(especially in Mexico, Argentina and the Caribbean). We will pay particular attention 
to this phenomenon. In the same way, we will focus on the different cultural 
manifestations produced in Spain that account for the relationship between 
Francoism and the United States: from their initial animosity to their later close 
collaboration. The last part of the course will focus on three different moments of the 
new Spanish democracy and the way in which they affected (and were affected by) 
the relationship between these three regions: a) the transition and the “Movida” (the 
way in which This new instance of Spanish culture was influenced by the United 
States and Latin America: from rock to beatnicks and popular culture); b) the 
phenomenon of 1992 (the Fifth Centenary, the Seville Expo and the new pro-
European readings that were made from Spain to Latin America); c) the XXI century 
(the approach of Aznarism to the United States, the massive immigration of Latin 
Americans to the peninsula and the relationship between the “indignant” 
phenomenon and the Latin American “XXI century socialism”). 

SOC 367  
In Spanish 
 

NATIONALISM IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE 
This course studies the relationship between states and nations in both a theoretical 
and comparative perspective with a particular focus on the Catalan, Basque and 
Spanish experiences. It analyzes state- building processes and the development of 
nationalism, as well as the social, economic and technological conditions behind its 
emergence, transformation and contrasting discourse. The course aims at providing a 
solid theoretical background on the subject of nationalism as well as introducing the 
students into the social and political reality that permeates in Spain’s daily life and 
shapes Spaniard’s political mind-frames and identities. 

3 Credits 

SOC 349 BORDERS, MEMORY, IDENTITIES: CULTURAL REPRESENTATIONS OF CONTEMPORARY 
MIGRATIONS IN EUROPE  
This course offers an introduction to the different cultural representations of 
contemporary migrations into and within Europe.  The emphasis will be given to the 
study of the realities and their cultural representations of both emigration and 
immigration and the sociocultural and cognitive effects migration may have on  
migrants as well as on European citizens and national institutions.  Forced migration 
towards Europe has had a deep cognitive and emotional impact on the migrant 
subjects, shaping their individual and collective identity.  It has even disrupted not 
only migrants’ own conscience, but also the way that national governments in Europe 
and worldwide have perceived what now is referred to in the media as the refugee 
crisis.  The main influx on non-European migrants has been mainly through: a) Greece 
and the Balkans countries, b) Libya and Italy, and c) the Spain’s African territories 
(Ceuta and Melilla) into Andalusia.  The extent that it is relevant, the textual and 
cultural representations of both emigration and immigration in Europe will be studies 
in relation to their historical and social backgrounds as well as from an 
interdisciplinary and an international perspective. 

3 Credits 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES  

REL 311 
 

EARLY CHRISTIANITY IN EUROPE  
History of the first centuries of the Christian Church. Split between Judaism and 
Christianity, the influential theologians and leaders, heretical movements and their 
orthodox responses, waves of persecution and martyrdom, and cultural (role of 
women in the Early Church), artistic (oldest Christian monuments and artworks) and 
ecclesiastical topics (monasticism, liturgy…). Will conclude with a perspective of 
Modern World and focus on the Great Schism between East and West Christianity, 
the Avignon Papacy, the rise of Protestant movements. 

3 Credits 
 

 


